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It’s been in the news lately. But Why?

Overall air quality has been getting better across the UK – but slowly and the 
mix is changing.

The main concerns are now NOx and Particulate matter.  These have not fallen 
as fast or in some case have increased over the last few years.

Both are implicated in early deaths and poorer health.   

Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH) and the Royal College of 
Physicians (RCP) estimate around 40,000 deaths are attributable to exposure to
outdoor air pollution

The cross-party select committee have described 
air pollution as a “public health emergency”. 
Their report confirm the impact on health and 
morbidity.



So what’s the situation in Basingstoke? 
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Site Number Tube Location Nox ug/m3 Legal Limit

11.0 Chineham Pedestrian Crossing 56.2 above

13.0 Roman Road 55.1 above

1.0 Eastrop Roundabout 48.5 above

12.0 Hospital 42.3 above

3.0 Thornycroft Roundabout 41.0 above

5.0 New Road 39.1 below

6.0 Winchester Road Roundabout 39.0 below

8.0 Kempshot Pedestrian Crossing 38.1 below

9.0 Pack Lane 29.9 below

2.0 Blackdam Roundabout 28.1 below

10.0 West Ham Roundabout 27.5 below

4.0 Viables Roundabout 26.9 below

14.0 Popley Way Crossing 26.2 below

The results are not good; 
but neither are they conclusive

Table 1: Results of air NOx monitoring by BTN/Friends of the Earth, analysed by Gradko International Ltd. 



How big is the problem?

Source EarthSense www.earthsense.co.uk



Cycling is part of the answer

https://bicycledutch.wordpress.com/2018/01/16/houten-cycling-city-of-the-netherlands-2018/

https://bicycledutch.wordpress.com/2018/01/16/houten-cycling-city-of-the-netherlands-2018/




But what else should we do about it? 

We have identified eight areas of action:

1. Increase the level of monitoring
2. Build awareness of the issue
3. Encourage fewer journeys
4. Improve (not cut) bus services and public transport
5. Shift to walking and cycling
6. Encourage EV and low carbon transport
7. Use technology to reduce congestion
8. Ensure every planning decision is taken in light of the impact on air quality

“Generate all the energy we need; consume all the waste we produce”. 
A Vision for Basingstoke 2050


